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http://www.who.int/social_determinants/knowledge_networks/final_reports/en/index.h
tml

The Commission on Social 
Determinants of Health was set up by 
the World Health Organization (WHO) 
in 2005 



� Our children have dramatically different life chances 
depending on where they were born. In Japan or 
Sweden they can expect to live more than 80 years; in 
Brazil, 72 years; India, 63 years; and in one of several 
African countries, fewer than 50 years. And within 
countries, the differences in life chances are dramatic 
and are seen worldwide. The poorest of the poor have 
high levels of illness and premature mortality. But 
poor health is not confined to those worst off. In 
countries at all levels of income, health and illness 
follow a social gradient: the lower the socioeconomic 
position, the worse the health.
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Premature deaths from heart disease by education level (RR)
18-70 yrs. Florence

Source: Studio Longitudinale Toscano. 
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Prevalence of poor mental health among manual 
workers in Spain by type of employment contract
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LA MISURA DELL’ ANIMA
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Source: ONS, 2006, and Graham 2007

Reducing the social gradient: Life expectancy at birth 
by social class, men, 1999, England & Wales. 

Levelling Up  across the gradient



http://www.euro.who.int/socialdeterminants/publications/publications
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Cosa può fare 
un sistema sanitario?



Modello concettuale dell’impatto dei sistemi sanitari 

universalistici sulla salute e sulle diseguaglianze nella salute. 
Fonte: Public Health Agency of Canada









Sopravvivenza causa-specifica a 10 anni dalla diagnosi 

per status socio-economico, Comune di Firenze. (Fonte: M. Zappa))

0-49 anni N° Cat 1 e 2 (ref) Cat 3 (poveri) Log rank test

1985-1986 130 82.2% 70.4% p = 0.1580

1991-1996 371 82.7% 74.3% p = 0.0428

1997-2002 395 90.3% 78.9% p = 0.0042

50-74 anni N° Cat 1 e 2 (ref) Cat 3 (poveri) Log rank test

1985-1986 356 65.5% 50.8% p = 0.0297

1991-1996 1242 78.2% 78.5% p = 0.8686

1997-2002 1202 87.6% 87.9% p = 0.9221

INDICE DI DEPRIVAZIONE

∆=12%

∆=11%

∆=15%

∆=0%





Le cause delle 
cause
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IL PIU’ VICINO ALL’EVENTO

IL PIU’ FACILMENTE DOCUMENTABILE

L’ANELLO 
FINALE



Cause prossimaliCause distali



Determinanti di salute.
Modelli concettuali
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Figure 1. Determinants of Health and Their Contribution to Premature Death. 
Adapted from McGinnis et al.10



The main determinants of health



Rudolf VIRCHOW

(1821-1902)

La medicina è una 

scienza sociale e 

la politica è una 
medicina su larga scala
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